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AP: ADVANCED PLACEMENT — A program of challenging college-level courses available to high
school students. National exams administered by the College Board allow students to earn college
credit for high scores. FCPS strongly recommends that students enrolled in AP classes take these
exams.

AYP: ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS — Targets that must be set by all states for schools and school
systems, according to the federal No Child Left Behind Act. The AYP must require all students to
improve and to perform at the state-defined proficient levels in reading and math by 2014.

BLOCK SCHEDULE — FCPS high school students attend two semesters per school year, completing four
90-minute “blocks” or classes each semester. Semesters contain two terms each.

CRITERION-REFERENCED TEST — Designed to report whether students’ achievement meets some estab-
lished standard or threshold of performance. Scores are usually reported in two forms; a numeric
scale score and the student’s proficiency status, using such terms as basic — proficient — advanced
or pass/fail.

ELO - Extended Learning Opportunities offered at Excel schools (see page 32)

FEEDER AREA — The high school and those elementary and middle schools whose students will
ultimately attend (“feed into”) that high school. Provides FCPS a way to coordinate and improve
delivery of instruction and other services such as bus transportation.

FRee/REDUCED-PRICE MEALS — Category of students whose applications meet the U.S. Department
of Agriculture’s family size and income guidelines to qualify them for school lunch and/or break-
fast at no or low cost.

G&T: GIFTED AND TALENTED EDUCATION — FCPS maintains a commitment to the education of
highly able and gifted learners through a variety of programs and services, using accelerated
instruction (advancing beyond courses or content customary for a particular grade) and enriched
activities (extending the depth and breadth of customary content and application) to meet indi-
vidual student needs.

HSA: HIGH ScHOOL ASSESSMENTS — End-of-course tests produced by the Maryland State
Department of Education, aimed at raising academic standards in all Maryland public high
schools.

IB: INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE DIPLOMA PROGRAMME — A challenging 2-year high school
curriculum that leads to a qualification that is widely recognized by the worlds leading universi-
ties

ILP: INDIVIDUALIZED LEARNING PLAN — An individually designed educational assistance program
for students not meeting, or failing to reach, established proficiency levels in math, reading or
writing.

INTERMEDIATE GRADES — Upper elementary grades 3-5
JROTC: Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps instruction is offered at Linganore High School.

MAGNET PROGRAMS — countywide educational programs held in one location to meet similar
academic needs. FCPS has several types of magnet programs:

CAREeeR & TECHNOLOGY CENTER (CTC): Offers 25 career preparatory programs for grades 10-12
(see page 27).
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ELL: English Language Learner classes are housed at Frederick High and West Frederick Middle
schools. Monocacy Middle and most elementary students have ELL instruction in their local
schools. Some elementary students have ELL instruction at Monocacy or Orchard Grove elemen-
tary schools.

G&T: Housed in 3 schools for students countywide, the FCPS elementary magnet program serves
the unique needs of high-performing students in grades 1-5 by providing academic rigor and chal-
lenge to students meeting selection criteria.

HiGH ScHoOL ACADEMIES: See page 31.

MASTER PLAN — FCPS is working closely with the Maryland Department of Education to assure
compliance with mandates of the No Child Left Behind Act. In turn, under the Maryland Bridge
to Excellence in Education Act, school districts each develop a 5-year master plan describing how
they will meet the state standards. The FCPS master plan is online at www.fcps.org.

MSA: MARYLAND SCHOOL ASSESSMENTS — State assessments designed to meet NCLB require-
ments and measure students’ progress in mathematics for grades 3-8, English 10 and algebra.

NCLB: No CHILD LEFT BEHIND ACT — This landmark legislation signed into law in January 2002
redefines the federal role in education and is designed to close the achievement gap between
disadvantaged and minority students and their peers. Its basic principles include greater account-
ability for schools, more tests to determine student progress, expanded options for parents whose
children are not making progress, and an emphasis on proven teaching methods. The law requires
all 50 states to set high standards for achievement in reading and math and directs that every child
in grades 3 through 8, and 10 be tested to ensure they are making progress.

NORM-REFERENCED TEST — Designed to compare students’ current achievement with that of a group
who previously took the same test. Scores are usually reported in percentiles to illustrate how
individuals and groups compare to their counterparts in the state and nation.

PRIMARY GRADES — Elementary grades pre-k through 2

RENZULLI — An enrichment program that provides opportunities for individuals and small groups of
students to pursue in-depth investigations on special topics of interest to them.

SAT: ScHOLASTIC APTITUDE TEST — A national college-entrance examination designed to measure
critical reading, writing and mathematical reasoning skills. The PSAT is a Preliminary Scholastic
Aptitude Test that provides practice before taking the SAT and determines some opportunities
for student scholarships and awards.

SAT-10: STANFORD ACHIEVEMENT TEST, TOTH EDITION — Local norm-referenced assessment in
reading, mathematics and environment for grade 2. Designed to measure students’ attainment of
the county’s readiness standards for the end of second grade.

SCHOOL PROFILE — Web-accessible information about each Frederick County public school features
“fast facts” about enrollment and demographics.

SIT: ScHooL (OR SiTE) IMPROVEMENT TEAM — A group of employees, parents, business partners
and/or other representatives of a school or division’s constituency that is responsible for develop-
ing and facilitating accomplishment of an improvement plan for that school or site. Plan goals are
linked to the FCPS vision, mission statement and strategic goals.

An expanded glossary is online at www.fcps.org.

FIND OUT FIRST EMAIL — SIGN UP AT WWW.FCPS.ORG
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