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History
Students will examine significant ideas, beliefs, and themes; organize patterns and 

events; and analyze how individuals and societies have changed over time in Maryland and 
the United States.

Samples of Curricula Family Activities

•	 Analyze the chronology and 
significance of key historical 
events in America from pre-
settlement through Revolution.

•	 Read books and poems about America from pre-settlement 
through the Revolution.

♦� Paul Revere’s Ride
♦� Johnny Tremain
♦� Early Thunder
♦� Kate’s Trunk
♦� Aaron and the Green Mountain Boys.

•	 Review taxes imposed by the British government.
♦� http://www.kidinfo.com/American_History/American_
Revolution.html.

•	 Develop a token system of rewards for work or good 
behavior. Tell your child that he/she can exchange the 
saved tokens for an item he/she wants to purchase. When 
your child has a few tokens, begin taxing him/her to use the 
bathroom, drinking fountain, paper, and so on. Compare your 
child’s feelings to those of Colonists.

•	 Describe the religious, political, 
and economic motives of 
individuals who migrated to North 
America and the difficulties they 
encountered.

•	 Talk about why people migrate to the United States. Discuss 
if these reasons are similar or different from why early 
Americans migrated.

•	 Discuss possible reasons why your family’s ancestors came to 
America.

•	 Identify the origin, destination, 
and goals of the North American 
Explorers.

•	 With your child, identify a North American explorer. 
Conduct research with your child that involves where this 
explorer came from, where the explorer ventured, and the 
explorer’s motivation.
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Science
Students explore the life, physical and earth/space sciences through a discovery, hands-on approach to learning. 

The essential science knowledge for grade 5 is embedded within the Communities, Electricity, Magnets, & 
Electromagnetism, and Geology units. 

During each of these science units, students will develop the thinking and acting that is part of the practice of 
science by:

•  Constructing knowledge through scientific investigations;
•  Applying evidence and reasoning to support explanations, and
•  Communicating findings to inform others.

Life Science: Communities Unit
 Students will use scientific skills and processes to explain 1) the dynamic nature of living 

things, their interactions, and the results from the interactions that occur over time 
and 2) the interactions of environmental factors (living and non-living) and analyze their 

impact from a local to a global perspective.

Samples of Curricula Family Activities

•	 Identify the cyclic path of 
raw materials, producers, and 
decomposers in a community

•	 Start a compost pile to demonstrate the decomposition of 
plant material over time. 

•	 Observe and talk about the decay that happens over time, 
how this decayed material can be used to fertilize next 
year’s garden, etc. 

•	 Start a worm farm to show decomposition.
•	 Cite evidence that individuals and 

groups of organisms interact with 
each other and their environment   

•	 Talk with your child about the increase in the deer 
population in Frederick County. Talk about possible reasons 
for this increase, for instance abundant food from farms, 
fewer natural predators, etc. 

•	 Recognize that some source of 
energy is needed for all organisms 
to grow and survive  

•	 Since all plants need energy from the sun and almost all 
animal food can be traced back to plants, play a game “Food 
Chain” to see who can make the longest chain (ex: The lion 
eats a cat, a cat eats a mouse, the mouse eats grain, and the 
grain gets energy from the sun.).
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Earth Science: Rocks, Erosion, And 
Weathering Unit

Students will use scientific skills and processes to explain the chemical and physical 
interactions (i.e. natural forces and cycles, transfer of energy) of the environment, 

Earth and the universe that occur over time.

Samples of Curricula Family Activities

•	 Compare how agents of erosion 
(water, waves, wind and ice) and 
the deposition of rocks and soil 
shape and reshape the planet’s 
surface

•	 Observe and discuss different examples around your 
neighborhood where the earth is being weathered or eroded 
by wind or running water.  

•	 Look for ways erosion is being controlled and prevented 
around your community.  Point out sites where development is 
occurring and discuss what developers have to do to prevent 
erosion.

•	 Differentiate between rocks and 
minerals

•	 Collect rocks and minerals and sort them into groups based 
on physical properties (ex: color, hardness, luster and 
streak).

•	 Recognize and explain that fossils 
provide evidence about the plants 
and animals that lived long ago 
and about the nature of the 
environment at that time

•	 Visit your local library with your child.  Gather books about 
fossils and discuss what we can learn from fossils.



Physical Science: Electricity, Magnets
and Electromagnetism Unit

Students will use scientific skills and processes to explain 1) the composition, structure, 
and interactions of matter in order to support the predictability of structure and 

energy transformation and 2) the interactions of matter and energy and the energy 
transformations that occur.

Samples of Curricula Family Activities

•	 Provide evidence that heat can be 
transferred in different ways

•	 Discuss with your child why styrofoam keeps hot liquids hot, 
cold liquids cold, better than paper cups.  Discuss why people 
wear light colored clothes instead of dark colors in the sun.

•	 Investigate and describe evidence 
that electricity requires a 
closed loop in order to produce 
measurable effects 

•	 Brainstorm systems in your home that use a closed circuit 
(ex: light switch, doorbell) where the “on/off” switch opens 
and closes the circuit.

•	 Cite evidence supporting that 
forces can act on objects without 
touching them

•	 Explore magnets and how they are attracted to different 
materials even from a distance.

Science

 



Specials
All students in full day Kindergarten and grades one through five are offered daily opportunities to participate in 
specials-- art, music and physical education.  Each special area has a curriculum that integrates classroom learning 

and strengthens student abilities in physical education and the arts. In addition, there is a health education 
curriculum for each grade level.
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Samples of Music Curricula

Samples of Art Curricula

Aesthetics: 
•	 Help your child make connections between 

music and math (Ex: when eating a pizza, first 
cut it in half. Ask your child what the note 
values of the two pieces represent. Divide 
again into four pieces, and finally into eight, 
each time asking what the note values would 
be. Eat a slice and ask what that space would 
be called). Repeat this activity with a pan of 
brownies, cutting into sixteen pieces.

•	 Listen to your child play a variety of songs on 
his recorder.

Critical:
•	 Have your child find and/or create artworks 

that use all the art elements (line, shape, form, 
texture, space, color and value).

•	 Have your child point to and identify the art 
elements he sees in an artwork.

Historical/Cultural:  
•	 Have your child create art that shows an event 

in his family.
•	 Have your child write a story and then draw a 

picture of that story. 
•	 Talk about how art helps us understand events 

from the past.
•	 Talk about the many career opportunities for 

artists.

Historical/Cultural: 
•	 Talk with your child about the many career 

opportunities for music.

Creative expression, production:
•	 Read a poem with your child. Have him create 

musical sounds to accompany it.

Criticism:
•	 Listen to an entire piece of music with your 

child. Have a discussion about the parts of the 
piece. Ask your child to use music vocabulary to 
express his opinion. 

Production: 
•	 Using a variety of art materials, continue to 

create artworks that represent things that 
your child has seen or imagined.

Aesthetics: 
•	 Talk with your child about the art he sees in 

the world around him and how that artwork 
makes him feel.

•	 Ask your child if he thinks the artwork is 
something he would like or wouldn’t like to hang 
or have in his home. Why or why not?



Specials
Samples of Physical Education Curricula

Samples of Health Education Curricula

Mental and Emotional Health:  
•	 Identify and model verbal and non-verbal 

methods of communication
•	 With your child, select a component of well-

being and develop a plan for self change 
(Ex: more rest, healthier foods, more exercise)

Nutrition and Fitness:
•	 Identify how body image affects eating habits
•	 With your child create a menu based on the 

Food Guide Pyramid

Disease Prevention and Control:
•	 Explain how the body fights infection
•	 Explain how the immune system responds to 

disease
•	 Identify personal habits that increase the risk 

of getting a disease
•	 Analyze the effects of disease on the family

Exercise Physiology:
•	 With your child, practice stretching exercises 

for two weeks and see if there are differences 
in flexibility

•	 Have your child set personal fitness goals and 
design a plan of action 

Biomechanical Principles:
•	 Have your child create a dance which include a 

variety of balancing movements (Ex: Holding a 
foot in the air, hopping, standing on one foot, 
etc.)

Skillfulness: 
•	 While watching a team sport, talk with your 

child about the offensive and defensive team 
plays

•	 Encourage your child to play outdoors

Family Life and Human Sexuality:  
•	 Explain how physical and socio-emotional 

growth and maturity are interrelated

Safety and Injury Prevention: 
•	 List safe practices for the use of household 

products
•	 Demonstrate an understanding of non-violent 

strategies to resolve conflict

Alcohol, Tobacco and Other Drugs: 
•	 Talk with your child about the strategies he 

can use to resist pressure to use tobacco
•	 Identify and practice strategies for dealing 

with peer pressure

Personal and Consumer Health: 
•	 Identify personal health needs
•	 Describe how conditions of the environment 

effect health

Social Psychological Principles:
•	 Practice safety
•	 Accept and appreciate individual differences
•	 Demonstrate pillars of character: Respect, 

Trustworthiness, Citizenship, Caring, 
Responsibility and Fairness

Physical Activity:
•	 Talk to your child about the use of heart rate 

monitors in physical education class

Motor Learning Principles: 
•	 Identify that personal skill development 

results from participation, practice and natural 
ability

•	 Encourage your child to use self assessment to 
improve skills through journaling, fitness log, 
etc.





FREDERICK COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

ELEMENTARY REPORT CARD GRADE 5

Student:  Teacher:  School:

Enrolled Grade: 5 Principal:

Term: School Year: Telephone:

Instructional Level Receives Essential Curriculum \ Receives Essential Curriculum with Intensive Intervention

+ Receives Essential Curriculum with Enrichment * Receives Alternative Curriculum based on IEP

Curricular Area Term  1 2 3 4 Curricular Area Term  1 2 3 4

LANGUAGE ARTS Instructional Level  MATHEMATICS Instructional Level  

Reading: Grade  Grade  

Demonstrates uent reading of grade-appropriate texts Algebra, Patterns and Functions

Uses vocabulary strategies to determine the meaning of Completes and writes a rule for a function table

     unfamiliar words Uses equations to represent and solve story problems 

Summarizes text read      (multiplication and division)

Makes inferences and draws conclusions from text read Solves for the unknown in a whole-number equation (+, -, x, ÷)

Uses "before" reading strategies to prepare for comprehension Geometry and Measurement

Uses "during" reading strategies to gather ideas for comprehension Classies and describes two- and three-dimensional shapes

Uses "after" reading strategies to assist with comprehension      (including size, position, location)

Demonstrates comprehension of text orally Measures length, weight, liquid capacity, 's

Demonstrates comprehension of text in writing Uses formula to determine perimeter of a polygon and area of a rectangle

Finds elapsed time, start time and end time

Writing: Data Analysis

Generates written assignments with evidence of appropriate Collects, organizes, and displays data using appropriate graph

     sentence structure, grammar, capitalization, and punctuation Interprets data using graphs 

Generates and organizes ideas in prewriting Finds range, mean, median, and mode

Drafts writing with clear ideas and organization using a plan Uses fractions to express the probability of an event or combined events

Revises for ideas, organization, word choice, voice, and sentence Number Relationships and Computation

     uency Reads, writes, and represents whole numbers, fractions, and decimals

Edits for grade-appropriate conventions (capitalization, spelling, word Compares and orders fractions, mixed numbers, and decimals

     usage, and punctuation) Identies and determines equivalent fractions

Writes cursive legibly with proper spacing Demonstrates quick recall to solve basic facts for addition, subtraction,

     multiplication, and division

SOCIAL STUDIES Estimates, adds, and subtracts with fractions, mixed numbers, and decimals

Describes the development of the three branches of government Estimates, multiplies, and divides with whole numbers

    and the basic rights and responsibilities of citizens Mathematical Thinking and Processes

Analyzes how groups of people in America from pre-settlement through Uses and explains strategies to solve math problems

     the colonial periods interacted, shared culture, compromised, and Discusses, listens, and observes to obtain information

     resolved conict Represents, explains, and writes about mathematical ideas

Uses geographic tools (variety of maps, globes, and atlases), map 

    components (title, compass rose, simple grid system, scale, legend/ SCIENCE

    key, date, and author), and land features (natural, physical, and Application of Scientic Skills and Processes

    human) to describe and compare how places and regions changed from Gathers and questions data from many different kinds of investigations

    early settlement through the colonial periods Develops explanations using prior knowledge and evidence from

Identies the natural, capital, and human resources used in the      observations, print resources, and investigations

     production of goods and services in places and regions of colonial Communicates scientic information orally and in writing

     America and the consequences of specialized work on Construct Knowledge of Scientic Concepts  

     interdependence, trade, and economic growth Earth/Space - Explains interactions of the environment, 

Analyzes the chronology and signicance of key historical events in      Earth, and the universe

     America Life - Explains the nature of living things, their interactions, and the

ART      results from their interactions

Applies both skill and creativity when producing art Chemistry - Explains the composition, structure and interactions of matter

Uses acquired knowledge and vocabulary when describing and Physics - Explains the interactions of matter and energy

     evaluating art Environmental - Explains the interactions of environmental factors 

Demonstrates understanding of the impact of history and culture on      and their impact from a local to a global perspective

     visual art

MUSIC

Applies both skill and creativity when singing, playing, or composing PHYSICAL EDUCATION

     music Demonstrates knowledge of movement concepts and principles

Uses acquired knowledge and vocabulary when describing and Demonstrates knowledge of how to achieve a healthy lifestyle

     analyzing music Demonstrates effort, teamwork, sportsmanship, and safe practices

Demonstrates understanding of the impact of history and culture Demonstrates prociency in movement, skills, and physical tness

     on music



Teacher Comments

Term 1 Term 3

Comment 1 Comment 1

Comment 2 Comment 2

Comment 3 Comment 3

Comment 4 Comment 4

Comment 5 Comment 5

Comment 6 Comment 6

Comment 7 Comment 7

Term 2 Term 4

Comment 1 Comment 1

Comment 2 Comment 2

Comment 3 Comment 3

Comment 4 Comment 4

Comment 5 Comment 5

Comment 6 Comment 6

Comment 7 Comment 7

   Learning Skills X         Consistently  \          Sometimes # Rarely

1 2 3 4

EFFORT

Task Completion

l Returns completed homework

l Completes classwork

l Maintains attention to learning tasks

l Works independently

Participation

l Engages in learning tasks

BEHAVIOR

Teamwork

l Cooperates with others toward common goals

Rules and Procedures

l Follows oral and written directions

l Exercises self-control

Organization

l Uses effective organization skills

l Manages time well

      Explanation of Grades Term 1 2 3 4 Services Received

     A    Exemplary Performance Interim Issued N N N N IEP N

     B    Skilled Performance ILP Y

     C    Satisfactory Performance School Absences ELL Y

     D    Minimally Acceptable Performance Lawful Unlawful 504 N

     F    Unacceptable Performance This Marking Period   

Year-to-Date Total   

Assigned to grade _____ for the 2010-2011 school year

Term



If you would like additional information, please contact your 
child’s teacher, the school administrator, or the following 

central office personnel:

Title Phone Number

Early Childhood Curriculum Specialist
Co-Supervisor Family Involvement

301-696-6864

Elementary Language Arts Curriculum Specialist 301-644-5328

Elementary Mathematics Curriculum Specialist 301-644-5057

Elementary Science Curriculum Specialist 301-644-5057

Elementary Social Studies Curriculum Specialist 301-644-5328

Elementary Physical Education Curriculum Specialist 301-644-5161

Elementary Visual and Performing Arts Curriculum Specialist 301-644-5161

In addition, visit our Frederick County Public Schools website – www.fcps.org 
for more information about our curricula and school system.




