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History
Students will use historical thinking skills to understand how individuals and events have 

changed society over time.

Samples of Curricula Family Activities

•	 Classify events as belonging to 
the past, present, or future.

•	 Read the newspaper with your child and discuss current 
events and events that relate to something that happened in 
the past.

•	 Discuss with your child events that are coming up in the 
future (Fourth of July, birthdays) and how they relate to 
events in the past.

•	 Collect and examine photographs 
of the past and compare with 
current photographs of similar 
images, such as old photographs 
of the school and community.

•	 Share pictures of yourself and family members from when 
you and the family members were younger. Discuss hair and 
clothing styles as well as any objects that may be in the 
picture (dial up telephones, floor model TVs, etc.).

•	 Look at pictures of the community from the past and 
compare these pictures to how the community looks now.

•	 Also discuss how photography has changed – (Polaroid vs. 
digital).

•	 Use time-related terms to 
sequence school events.

•	 On a calendar, track with your child when events will occur 
during the school year (report cards, days off, birthdays, 
etc.). Discuss what happens first – child’s birthday or report 
card; spring break or a field trip.

Economics
Students will identify the economic principles and processes that are helpful to 

producers and consumers when making good decisions.

Samples of Curricula Family Activities

•	 Recognize that products and 
services are purchased and have 
different values.

•	 With real or play money, pretend to purchase goods and 
services (food at the grocery store, clothing, haircuts, 
dental exams, etc.).

•	 Compare prices while shopping or in advertisements.
•	 Compare the value of money with items the child finds 

valuable (one dollar is equal to one toy car or one dollar is 
equal to one candy bar).

•	 Describe how people earn money 
by working at a job.

•	 Assign chores and discuss how much money the chore should 
be worth.

•	 Describe economic choices people 
make about goods and services.

•	 Use coupons at the grocery store. Put the money saved by 
using the coupons into a jar.

•	 Read sale flyers to compare the value of goods.



Science

 

Science
Students explore the life, physical and earth/space sciences through a discovery, hands-on approach to learning. 

The essential science knowledge for grade 2 is embedded within the Observing the Sky, Life Cycles, and 
Interactions and Systems units.

During each of these science units, students will develop the thinking and acting that is part of the practice of 
science by:

•  Constructing knowledge through scientific investigations;
•  Applying evidence and reasoning to support explanations, and
•  Communicating findings to inform others.

Earth Science: Observing the Sky Unit
Students will use scientific skills and processes to explain the chemical and physical 
interactions (i.e. natural forces and cycles, transfer of energy) of the environment, 

Earth and the Universe that occur over time.

Samples of Curricula Family Activities

•	 Describe and compare properties 
of a variety of Earth materials 
(rocks and soil)

•	 Observe and describe changes over time in the properties, 
location and motion of the sun, moon, and stars.

•	 Help your child start a rock collection.  Ask your child to 
describe the characteristics of the rocks and compare the 
ways they are similar and different.

•	 Make observations of the moon’s 
phases and keep track of the 
changes on a calendar.  Discuss 
changes in the position and shape 
of the moon over time.

•	 Make observations of the moon’s phases and keep track of 
the changes on a calendar.  Discuss changes in the position 
and shape of the moon over time.

•	 Attend one of the evening programs with your child at 
the Earth and Space Science Lab at Lincoln Elementary 
presented from November to March.  Refer to the FCPS 
Student Calendar/Handbook for specific dates and times.
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Physical Science: Changes Unit
Students will use scientific skills and processes to explain 1) the composition, structure, 

and interactions of matter in order to support the predictability of structure and 
energy transformation and 2) the interactions of matter and energy and the energy 

transformations that occur.

Life Science: Life Cycles Unit
Students will use scientific skills and processes to explain 1) the dynamic nature of living 
things, their interactions, and the results from the interactions that occur over time 

and 2) the interactions of environmental factors (living and non-living) and analyze their 
impact from a local to a global perspective.

Samples of Curricula Family Activities

•	 Based on investigations, 
describe what changes occur to 
the observable properties of 
various materials when they are 
subjected to the processes of 
wetting, cutting, bending, and 
mixing.

•	 Look for various objects around the house that can be 
changed by wetting, cutting, bending, or mixing. Discuss how 
the objects change when different actions are done to them.

•	 Provide evidence from
investigations to identify

processes that can be used to
change physical properties of 
materials

•	 While cooking, ask and seek answers to “What if…” questions 
about what might happen to materials if different processes, 
such as heating, freezing, and dissolving were used to change 
them (ex: Dissolve Kool-Aid™ in water and discuss. Place 
Kool-Aid™ in ice cube trays, freeze and discuss.).

Samples of Curricula Family Activities

•	 Identify the stages in the life 
cycle of plants and animals

•	 List certain animals that undergo 
the developmental stages of 
metamorphosis and relate them to 
the life cycle

•	 Discuss the life cycles of family pets and compare these 
to the life cycles of the animals discussed at �school (ex: 
butterflies, mealworms, fruit flies, and �frogs).

•	 Explain that animals need air, 
water, and food and that plants 
need air, water, nutrients and 
light to survive

•	 Involve your child in the care of plants and animals in and 
around your home.

•	 Conduct experiments with seeds 
and eggs showing development and 
growth

•	 Describe some parts of plants and 
describe what they do for the 
plant

•	 Plant a garden from seeds and observe what happens. 
Discuss with your child what you both see as the seeds grow 
and develop.

 





Specials
All students in full day Kindergarten and grades one through five are offered daily opportunities to participate in 
specials-- art, music and physical education.  Each special area has a curriculum that integrates classroom learning 

and strengthens student abilities in physical education and the arts. In addition, there is a health education 
curriculum for each grade level.
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Samples of Music Curricula

Samples of Art Curricula

Aesthetics: 
•	 Help your child perform a steady and strong 

beat through singing, speaking, moving, or 
playing an instrument or household object.

•	 •  Have your child clap different rhythm 
patterns (Ex: short, short, long OR long, rest, 
long, rest, short, short, long).

Historical/Cultural:
•	 Listen to and talk with your child about the 

music of different cultures.
•	 •  Listen to and discuss how different kinds of 

music fit different situations (Ex: a lullaby, a 
march, a sad song, a happy song, etc.).

•	 •  Attend a live musical performance. Talk 
about the type of behavior appropriate for the 

Critical:
•	 Use the “language” of art. Have your child 

name the colors, shapes and lines that he sees 
in an artwork. Ask him what the artist used to 
create the work.

Historical/Cultural:
•	 Looking at two or more pictures or pieces of 

art, ask your child to tell/explain how these 
pictures are the same and how they are 
different.

•	 •  Ask your child what he thinks the artist was 
thinking when he made this work.

•	 •  Talk about ways we see art in our world. 
Notice things like restaurant/store signs, 
brand names, label designs and characters in 
films and storybooks.

show.

Creative expression, production:
•	 Help your child experiment with sounds using 

his voice, his body, and objects that make 
different sounds.

•	 •  Help your child create simple repeating sound 
patterns to use to accompany simple songs.

Criticism:
•	 Listen to different types of music with your 

child. Ask your child what he hears. Ask him 
what type of music he likes best and why.

Production: 
•	 Experiment with art materials by mixing two 

different colors together.
•	 •  Have your child draw a landscape, seascape 

and a portrait.

Aesthetics: 
•	 Have your child explain why he likes one 

artwork more than another artwork.



Specials
Samples of Physical Education Curricula

Samples of Health Education Curricula

Mental and Emotional Health:
•	 Demonstrate appropriate methods of 

communication
•	 •  Practice cooperative activities with your 

child, such as baking a cake together, drawing a 
mural together, etc.

•	 •  Identify choices to help make a decision
•	 •  Describe what makes your friends special, 

and encourage your child to do the same

Safety and Injury Prevention:
•	 Demonstrate the ability to stay safe on bikes/

skates and in the sun
•	 •  Identify ways to stay safe from strangers

Personal and Consumer Health: 
•	 Describe ways to safely care for eyes/ears
•	 •  Identify health issues created by pollution

Family Life and Human Sexuality:
•	 Identify how you help your family and your 

Exercise Physiology:
•	 Explain how nutritious foods provide a good 

source of energy
•	 •  Recognize that the body is made of bones 

and muscles
•	 •  Help your child identify the parts of the 

circulatory system: heart, lungs, and blood 
vessels

Biomechanical Principles:
•	 Help your child verbalize what he needs to do 

to maintain balance 
•	 •  Use the terms force, friction, gravity, 

resistance in everyday conversation

Skillfullness: 
•	 Play a variety of music and encourage your 

child to move to the beat
•	 •  With your child, practice catching objects 

that have been thrown from different levels

Social Psychological Principles:

family helps you
•	 •  Identify the processes of physical, 

emotional, and mental growth

Alcohol, Tobacco and Other Drugs:
•	 Identify practices for using medicines safely
•	 •  Identify products containing tobacco
•	 •  Identify alcohol as a drug
•	 •  Identify ways to say “no” to unsafe medicines/

drugs

Nutrition and Fitness:
•	 Assist your child in understanding that foods are 

categorized into groups 
•	 •  Help your child understand that proper 

nutrition helps build strong bodies

•	 Identify the need for safety rules  
•	 •  Demonstrate pillars of character: Respect, 

Trustworthiness, Citizenship, Caring, 
Responsibility and Fairness

•	 •  Talk with your child about the importance of 
persistence.

Physical Activity:
•	 Talk with your child about the importance of 

“warm up” and “cool down” in order to prevent 
injury

Motor Learning Principles: 
•	 Encourage your child to participate in a variety 

of physical activities 
•	 •  Encourage your child to talk about how he 

might improve his physical skills





FREDERICK COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

ELEMENTARY REPORT CARD GRADE 1

Student: Teacher:  School:

Enrolled Grade: 1 Principal:

Term: School Year: Telephone:

Instructional Level Receives Essential Curriculum \ Receives Essential Curriculum with Intensive Intervention

+ Receives Essential Curriculum with Enrichment * Receives Alternative Curriculum based on IEP

Curricular Area Term  1 2 3 4 Curricular Area Term  1 2 3 4

LANGUAGE ARTS Instructional Level  MATHEMATICS Instructional Level  

Reading: Grade  Grade  

Algebra, Patterns and Functions

Demonstrates phonemic and phonetic skills to solve unfamiliar Identies, copies, extends, and explains number patterns

     words in grade-level text independently Uses number sentences to represent and solve story problems

Demonstrates uent reading of grade-appropriate texts      (addition / subtraction)

Retells what the text is about Locates points on a number line (1-50)

Describes what is directly stated in text Geometry and Measurement

Uses vocabulary strategies to determine the meaning of Identies and describes two-dimensional shapes

     unfamiliar words Describes and compares objects by their attributes (length, weight, capacity)

Uses "before" reading strategies to prepare for comprehension Measures using standard units (inch, pound)

Uses "during" reading strategies to gather and connect Tells time (hour, half hour)

      ideas for comprehension Data Analysis

Uses "after" reading strategies to assist with comprehension Collects, organizes, and displays data (pictograph and bar graph)

Demonstrates comprehension of text orally Reads, interprets data displays (pictograph and bar graph)

Demonstrates comprehension of text in writing Number Relationships and Computation

Reads, writes, and represents whole numbers (0-100)

Writing: Identies the value of digits in a whole number (tens, ones)

Generates and organizes ideas in prewriting Compares and orders whole numbers (0-100) (more, less, equal to)

Drafts writing with clear ideas and organization using a plan Uses strategies to solve basic facts for addition, subtraction

Revises for ideas, organization, word choice, voice, and Represents addition and subtraction using objects, pictures, and symbols

     sentence uency Adds and subtracts 1-digit numbers using a variety of increasingly efcient 

Edits for grade-appropriate conventions (capitalization, spelling, word      strategies

     usage, and punctuation) Identies the value of coins

Writes manuscript legibly with proper spacing Mathematical Thinking and Processes

Uses and explains strategies to solve math problems

SOCIAL STUDIES

Identies people in leadership positions in the school and community, SCIENCE

     and recognizes their authority in keeping students safe, following Application of Scientic Skills and Processes

     rules, and maintaining order Raises questions about the scientic world and seeks answers

Discusses and respects traditions / customs of families in the community Develops reasonable explanations for observations made in an

Uses geographic tools (maps and globes), features (natural, physical, and      investigation and information gained from others

     human), and terms (near-far, above-below, here-there) to locate and     Describes and compares orally, in pictures, and/or in writing

     describe continents, oceans, and other signicant places Construct Knowledge of Scientic Concepts

Recognizes that products and services are purchased and have different Earth/Space - Recognizes/identies interactions of the environment, 

     values      Earth, and the universe

Classies events and contributions of people as belonging to the past or Life - Recognizes/identies the nature of living things, their interactions,  

    present      and the results from their interactions

Chemistry - Recognizes/identies the composition, structure and 

ART      interactions of matter

Applies appropriate skills when producing art Physics - Recognizes/identies the interactions of matter and energy

Shows creativity when producing art Environmental - Recognizes/identies the interactions of environmental 

Uses art vocabulary      factors and their impact from a local to a global perspective

MUSIC PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Applies appropriate skills when singing and playing music Demonstrates knowledge of basic movement concepts and principles

Shows creativity when singing Demonstrates a developing knowledge of how to achieve a healthy 

Uses music vocabulary      lifestyle

Demonstrates effort, teamwork, sportsmanship, and safe practices

Demonstrates prociency in movement and skills while developing tness



Teacher Comments

Term 1 Term 3

Comment 1 Comment 1

Comment 2 Comment 2

Comment 3 Comment 3

Comment 4 Comment 4

Comment 5 Comment 5

Comment 6 Comment 6

Comment 7 Comment 7

Term 2 Term 4

Comment 1 Comment 1

Comment 2 Comment 2

Comment 3 Comment 3

Comment 4 Comment 4

Comment 5 Comment 5

Comment 6 Comment 6

Comment 7 Comment 7

   Learning Skills X         Consistently  \          Sometimes # Rarely

1 2 3 4

EFFORT

Task Completion

l Returns completed homework

l Completes classwork

l Maintains attention to learning tasks

l Works independently

Participation

l Engages in learning tasks

BEHAVIOR

Teamwork

l Cooperates with others toward common goals

Rules and Procedures

l Follows oral and written directions

l Exercises self-control

Organization

l Uses effective organization skills

l Manages time well

      Explanation of Grades Term 1 2 3 4

O Outstanding Interim Issued Y N N N IEP Y

S  Satisfactory ILP N

N  Needs Improvement ELL N

Lawful Unlawful 504 N

This Marking Term

Year-to-Date Total

Assigned to grade _____ for the 2010-2011 school year

Term

Services Received

School Absences



If you would like additional information, please contact your 
child’s teacher, the school administrator, or the following 

central office personnel:

Title Phone Number

Early Childhood Curriculum Specialist
Co-Supervisor Family Involvement

301-696-6864

Elementary Language Arts Curriculum Specialist 301-644-5328

Elementary Mathematics Curriculum Specialist 301-644-5057

Elementary Science Curriculum Specialist 301-644-5057

Elementary Social Studies Curriculum Specialist 301-644-5328

Elementary Physical Education Curriculum Specialist 301-644-5161

Elementary Visual and Performing Arts Curriculum Specialist 301-644-5161

In addition, visit our Frederick County Public Schools website – www.fcps.org 
for more information about our curricula and school system.




